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PAGE 01 BRUSSE 02477 071546 Z 
40 

ACTION EUR-25 

INFO OCT-01 ADP-00 AGR-20 AID-20 CIAE-00 COME-OO EB-11 

FRB-02 INR-10 NSAE-00 RSC-01 TRSE-00 XMB-07 OPIC-12 

CIEP-02 LAB-06 SIL-01 OMB-01 RSR-01 /120 W 

125536 

R 071350 Z MAY 73 
FM AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7430 
INFO AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN 
AMEMBASSY DUBLIN 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY LUXEMBOURG 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 
USMISSION EC BRUSSELS 
USMISSION OECD PARIS 

UNCLAS BRUSSELS 2477 

E. O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAGR, BE 

SUBJECT: GOB AGRICULTURAL MINISTER ON COUNCIL MEETING 

1. GOB AGMIN LAVENS, WHO PRESIDED OVER MOST OF MARATHON EC 
COUNCIL MEETING ENDED MAY 1, GAVE PRESS CONFERENCE FOLLOWING DAY. 
LAVENS STRESSED LOGIC OF ERTL' S POSITION THAT THERE BE NO LINK 
BETWEEN NEW SUPPORT CAP PRICES AND A RETURN TO UNIFIED CAP PRICE 
SYSTEM UNTIL EC CURRENCIES " GET BACK WITHIN THE SNAKE". LAVENS 
ALSO TALKED OF AN EVOLUTION IN FORCES WITHIN EC RESULTING FROM 
ENLARGEMENT, ESPECIALLY FROM BRITISH ENTRY. WHICH GIVES GREATER 
STRENGTH TO THOSE FAVORING DIRECT SUBSIDIES TO FARMERS OVER PRICE 
SUPPORTS; HE NOTED THAT GOB IS OPPOSED TO DIRECT PAYMENTS TO 
FARMERS. LAVENS COMPLAINED ABOUT PROBLEMS OF NEGOTIATING IN 
COUNCIL WITH UNANIMITY RULE AND WITHOUT ANY FORMAL RULES IN 
PROCEDURE. 
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2. HE ALSO EMPHASIZED THAT INCREASE IN ORIENTATION PRICE OF MEAT 
WOULD NOT RESULT IN ACTUAL RETAIL PRICE INCREASE. 

STRAUSZ- HUPE 
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